The Causes oj the World War
having decided in advance to demand complete and
absolute submission immediately carried out her plan
of a rupture of diplomatic relations*
VIII
While keeping in close touch with Austria the German
Government, under cover of a thesis of localization of
the conflict (the object of which was to make Russia
impotent to act against Austrian aggression), set aside
on its own account and without even consulting Vienna
a British proposal for a conference of ambassadors of
the States not directly interested in the conflict.
The German Government further refused to associate
itself with a British proposal for negotiation between
Austria and Russia on the basis of the Serbian reply,
officially advising Vienna not even to take this proposal
into considerations and for that matter Berchtold spon-
taneously opposed to Sazonov's suggestion a pure and
simple refusal to enter into such discussions*
IX
As early as the morrow of the Serbian reply to Austria
and two days before Austria and Serbia were actually
at war Moltke, the Chief of the German General Staff,
drafted an ultimatum to Belgium; a small nation whose
neutrality Germany had solemnly guaranteed, and which
had no sort of connection with the Austro-Serbian
quarrel.
X
Although the military authorities had made it known
that the Austrian army could not be ready for action
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